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We just studied the parsha of Vayigash or in English ‘and he drew near,’ from Genesis 44:18 – 
47:27. The part I spoke some on and struck me is the part in chapter 45:19-20 and 46:1. Here we see 
an order given by Pharaoh for Ya’acov and his whole family to come to Mitzrayim (Egypt) to live 
and to make sure of this provisions are sent, BUT one little detail is also given and that is ‘Don’t 
worry about your stuff…’ So what is this ‘stuff’ anyway? Is it their furniture and pillows, their dishes, 
their clothing or is it possibly something else?  
 
In verse 22 of chapter 45 we find that Yosef gives them new clothes along with the other provisions. 

The word that has been translated as ‘stuff’ is ‘keli’ Strongs Hebrew word 3627, meaning something 

prepared, i.e. any apparatus (as an implement, utensil, dress, vessel, or weapon): armour, 
armourbearer, artillery, bag, carriage, furnish, furniture, instrument, jewel, , that is made up of one 
from another , that which pertaineth, pot, psaltery, sack, stuff, thing, tool, vessel, ware, weapon, 
whatsoever. 
 
So what was Pharaoh actually telling them not to worry about? Could it be the ‘stuff’ about which 
makes them Hebrew? In other words, the way they dress, the instruments such as a shepherd’s staff 
or the things that set themselves apart from all the other nations?  
 
Keli is spelled, kaf, lamed, yod. The Hebraic picture is a winged creature with its wings cupped as 
being in flight but descending, covering and casting shadow on the place it is about to light (kaf); 
then the shepherd’s staff, for being led (lamed) and then the arm, especially of the Holy One. So we 
get a dove covering us as we are led by the Holy One’s mighty arm. So could it be that Pharaoh 
wants us to leave behind the life that makes us separate from the rest of the world? 
 
Let’s look at what happened to Yosef, shall we? He was known as a Hebrew and even a Hebrew 
slave and then thrown in prison, but after he interprets Pharaoh’s dream he is made second in 
command of all Mitzrayim (Egypt) and Pharaoh cannot have him be known by a Hebrew name 
because Hebrews were considered an abomination to the Mitzri (Egyptians) as we see in Genesis 
43:32 and then later in Genesis 46:31-34. So Pharaoh gave Yosef a new name, a Mitzri (Egyptian) 
name of Tzafanat Paneach, and gives him Egyptian clothes as well as an Egyptian wife (although 
some say Asenath was not Egyptian but was adopted), but did Yosef then lose his identity? 
Apparently not, because he named his sons Hebrew names. 
 
So let’s get back to the family coming to Mitzrayim (Egypt) and see what happens. In Chapter 46:1 
we see that Israel took EVERYTHING he owned with him. Israel was always going to remain 
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separate and not assimilate into the pagan culture that he was entering. He knew he was to go 
because it was told to his grandfather Abraham and confirmed to Ya’acov on the way to Mitzrayim 
(Egypt).  
 
So now the following questions for us to reflect upon individually are:  
Will we ride the Egyptian wagons? 
Will we wear their clothes, play their games, take on their lifestyle (i.e. their hair styles, the way they 
dress, their politics, their world view, what they eat, celebrate their holidays, accept their gods and 
bow before them)? 
 
Modern day Pharaoh/s, King/s, president/s are coming for our marriages, our children, our very 
heart and soul, are we going to cave into it? 
 
Are we willing to stand up for what we believe even if it does cost us our lives? How much in exile 
are we as individuals? 
 
Can people tell the difference between us and the rest of the world? Let’s start with the externals. 
Do you dress different from the rest of the world, or eat different, talk and act different? 
 
But now let us go to something more important, the internal. 
What type of activities do you do during your free time? 
 
What do you secretly think about and wish you had that you don’t have? What do your thoughts 
dwell on most of the time? 
 
Also look at what stuff in life you spend most of your money on. 
 
How often do you look to Elohim for guidance and direction in everyday decisions? 
 
What do you mostly talk about when conversing with others? We all talk about the things we like the 
most. 
 
Please don’t take this as some sort of judgment, because it is not. These are questions for all of us, 
including me which tend to show how much exile we are in, but it is to mostly help us to see that we 
can come out of that exile and not be held captive by it.  
 
For we are not to be victims, we are to be victors and overcomers. Romans 8:37, Romans 12:21, 1 
John 2:13 & 14, 1 John 4:4, 1 John 5:4 & 5  
  
Shalom, 
  
Michael D., Wisconsin   
 
Thank you, Michael! 
 
Submitted to Set Apart Ministries, “Good Bereans All” page.   http://www.set-apart-ministries.org  
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